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The Apocryphal Acts op Paul, Peter, John, Andrew and 
Thomas. By Bernhard Pick. Chicago: The Open Court 
Publishing Company, 1909. Pp. xiv, 376. 

During the thirty years that have passed since Dr. Pick wrote 
his article on "Acts of Paul and Thecla" in McClintock and 
Strong's Cyclopaedia, our knowledge of the apocryphal acts of 
the apostles has greatly increased. New material has been found, 
and a more thorough and critical study has been given to this 
branch of early Christian literature. Tischendorf 's text on 
which Walker's translation in the Ante-Nicene Christian Li- 
brary was based has given place to the more complete and ac- 
curate edition of Lipsius-Bonnet. The researches of Richard 
Adalbert Lipsius, Max Bonnet, and Carl Schmidt, in the first 
place, but also those of Zahn, Harnack, Hilgenfeld, Hennecke, 
Pfleiderer, Batiffol, Ehrhard, Bardenhewer, and others, have 
thrown much light on the character and significance of these 
works. It was, therefore, a happy idea to supplement the col- 
lection of apocryphal gospels and sayings of Jesus published by 
the same company, under the title " Paralipomena, " and re- 
viewed in the International Journal op Ethics, July, 1910, 
with a new English translation of the apocryphal Acts. Only 
those of Paul, Peter, John, Andrew, and Thomas are given. 
Hennecke limited himself in the same way in his German trans- 
lation, but the example should not have been followed. It is 
especially to be regretted that the important Acts of Philip, of 
which we possess a considerable part, should not have been 
included. The numerous other Acts of which we have more or 
less extended fragments might also profitably have been ren- 
dered into English. This would have been all the more wel- 
come as the material is not easily accessible. It is sincerely to 
Joe hoped that this volume may be followed by another present- 
ing the rest of this literature so far as it is known to us. 

Dr. Pick has provided a general introduction, special intro- 
ductions and bibliographies to each work, and a number of foot- 
notes referring chiefly to textual variants. The introductions 
are altogether too brief. They give, on the whole, a good ac- 
count of text and versions, but a less adequate treatment of 
the questions concerning authorship, date, integrity, composi- 
tion, character, and relation to Gnostic and Catholic thought. 
As the selection was, in the main, limited to the works ascribed 
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by Photius to Leucius Charinus, there should have been some 
discussion of this Gnostic writer, regarded by many as a fictitious 
personage, or at least a reference to Salmon's article on Leucius 
in the Dictionary of Christian Biography. When an article like 
that of Bonnet on the original language of the Passion of An- 
drew in the bibliography is referred to, the reader naturally 
looks for a hint in the text as to the conclusions of the dis- 
tinguished scholar, or an allusion to the original language. Bon- 
net thought that it was Latin, and set forth some strong reasons 
for this belief in the Byzantinische Zeitschrift, but every reader 
may not have ready access to this journal. It is not accurate 
to say, "Zahn dates the Leucian Acts of John as early as 130." 
This he did, with some hesitancy in his "Acta Joannis," 1880, 
p. cxliv f ; in his "Geschichte des neutestamentlichen Kanons," 
1892, II, p. 864, he abandoned this date for 160 A. D. One 
misses in the otherwise very complete list of books Pfleiderer's 
illuminating discussion in "Das Urchristentum, " 1902, II, 
120/f. ; on the Acts of Thomas, Bousset, ' ' Hauptprobleme der 
Gnosis," 1907; on the Hymn to the Soul, Buonaiuti, "Lo Gnos- 
ticismo, ' ' 1907 ; and on the apocryphal Acts in general, the ex- 
cellent article by George J. Reid in the Catholic Encyclopedia, 
not to mention other works. The translation is everywhere 
good. A larger number of notes elucidating the meaning of 
the text would have been useful. 

The value of these books from an ethical standpoint lies 
chiefly in the light they throw upon the development of moral 
ideas, aspirations, and practices in the early church. There was, 
in the middle of the second century, a strong tendency within 
the church to asceticism, to the suppression of all natural ap- 
petites and pleasures, to fasting, abstinence from wine, celi- 
bacy and abandonment of marital relations, finding its logical 
outcome in the eagerness for martyrdom. The many stories of 
how, through the preaching of the apostles, the family life was 
broken up, wives refusing to live with their husbands and be- 
trothed young women determining to remain virgins, are quite 
characteristic of these Acts. Such a negative attitude toward 
life was not limited to the church, and had more than one cause. 
A period of vigorous exertion or of eager indulgence is apt to 
be followed by one of physical exhaustion, aversion to pleasure, 
and languorous mysticism. It is nature's way of gaining new 
strength and higher refinement. Stoicism had taught the virtue 
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of self-control up to the point where self-suppression seemed 
more heroic and noble than self-realization. On the other hand, 
the doctrine of a personal immortality, proclaimed not only by 
Christianity but by numerous mysteries and other cult-com- 
munities, had created an otherworldliness that counted the con- 
ditions and experiences of this life as of little importance. It 
is well worth observing how wisely, in the historic circum- 
stances, the growing Catholic Church, directed by the sturdy prac- 
tical sense of Rome, steered the middle course between the ex- 
tremes, saving the sanctity of the institution of marriage, while 
retaining in the case of its spiritual ministry the idea of a 
superior sanctity attaching to celibacy. 

There is a tender mysticism in these works, nourished by the 
cult and by the memories of the holy apostles who not only em- 
bodied in their characters the Christian ideal, but transcended 
the bounds of what was attainable by others in their power of 
working miracles. The piety is so sincere, the devotion so gen- 
uine, the faith so simple and often sweetly expressed, and yet 
the tales are so manifestly fictitious, without the slightest foun- 
dation in fact, that they should be especially valuable to those 
who still find it difficult to understand how religious romances 
can be woven out of such material as faith works with by earnest 
men, willing to give up for the cause they have espoused, not 
only the ordinary joys of life, but life itself. These authors 
were Gnostics, — their docetic conception of the Christ and their 
encratism prove that ; but when they wrote, the church in all 
its parts was so much under the influence of this Gnostic move- 
ment that their stories of the apostles continued to be popular 
reading. It is generally supposed that they have undergone 
certain mutilations at the hands of orthodox copyists. This is 
evident from the description given by Photius; but one cannot 
help asking why they did not remove all the traces of heresy. 

Nathaniel Schmidt. 

Cornell University. 

The Republican Tradition in Europe. By H. A. L. Fisher, 
M.A. London : Methuen & Co., 1911. Pp. xi, 305. 

Written by an accomplished historian, with historical and 
not with any apparent doctrinal purpose, this book (based on 
lectures to an American audience) has for me the interest of 



